meister's apprenticeship.
chapter HE.
if the first love is indeed, as I hear it everywhere maintained
to he, the most delicious feeling which the heart of man, before it
or after, can experience,—then our hero must be reckoned doubly
happy, as permitted to enjoy the pleasure of this chosen period in
all its fulness. Few men are so peculiarly favoured; by far the
greater part are led by the feelings of their youth into nothing but
a school of hardship, where, after a stinted and checkered season
of enjoyment, they are at length constrained to renounce their
dearest wishes, and to learn forever to dispense with what once
hovered before them as the highest happiness of existence.
Wilhelm's passion for that charming girl now soared aloft on
the wings of imagination: after a short acquaintance, he had gained
her affections; he found himself in possession of a being whom
with all his heart he not only loved, but honoured: for she had
first appeared before him in the flattering light of theatric pomp,
and his passion for the stage combined itself with his earliest love
for woman. His youth allowed him to enjoy rich pleasures, which
the activity of his fancy exalted and maintained. The situation
of his mistress, too, gave a turn to her conduct, which greatly en-
livened his emotions. The fear, lest her lover might, before the
time, detect the real state in which she stood, diffused over all her
conduct an interesting tinge of anxiety and bashfulness; her at-
tachment to the youth was deep; her inquietude itself appeared
but to augment her tenderness; she was the loveliest of creatures
while beside him.
When the first tumult of joy had passed, and our friend began
to look back upon his life and its concerns, everything appeared
new to him; his duties seemed holier, his inclinations keener, his
knowledge clearer, his talents stronger, his purposes more decided.
Accordingly, he soon fell upon a plan to avoid the reproaches of
his father, to still the cares of his mother, and at the same time to
enjoy Mariana's love without disturbance. Through the day he
punctually transacted his business, commonly forebore attending
the theatre, strove to be entertaining at table in the evening; and
when all were asleep, he glided softly out into the garden, and
hastened, wrapt up in his mantle, with all the feelings of Leander
in his bosom, to meet his mistress without delay.
" What is this you bring ?" inquired Mariana, as he entered

